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Florence and Pisa Our Own Way
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This was our first port in Italy.  Some of us had been to Florence before so the thought was to visit

only Pisa.  Others wanted to go to Florence instead.  It was a train ride to each location from the

port.  We heard the night before that there might be a rail strike so we were not sure about taking

the train.  Even if we were able to get there, there might be a risk of getting back in time before the

ship sailed.

We saw that Hertz was renting cars on the dock so we collectively decided to rent a car instead of

risk the train.  That would allow us to go our own way and visit both Florence and Pisa rather than

splitting up and each couple going to one or the other.
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The women must have thought it was funny we were going to try to drive in Italy.
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We were all glad that Darrell volunteered to do the driving. Mark was a great navigator and we found

our way to Florence without too much difficulty.  First stop was to buy something from the open air

market.

Then a lot of walking to see many of the buildings.
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We didn’t want to be too late getting back to the ship so we headed back to the dock.  It was more

traffic than we had anticipated and the time was slipping away.  We stopped to get gas and find

directions when these two Japanese gals from the cruise were doing likewise and asked us to follow

them to return their rental car and then give them a lift.  We did that but then they had a lot

packages they wanted to move over to our car and it was getting complicated.  Hertz was there and

said they would drive them, so we headed back, finding our way to the dock.  It was 6:15 pm when

we arrived, only 15 minutes to spare.  Good thing we didn’t miss the boat.  We had a whole 15

minutes before dinner.  Plenty of time.

[More Pictures of Florence]

[More Pictures of Pisa]
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